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ACT HALTS PUBLIC HOUSING EVICTIONS 


Like any good union, ACT works to ey 


solve its members" individual problems 
with the man, hoping to solve future and 
more general problems at the same time. 
Often the organization can be an effec- 
tive voice when one man alone would be 
crushed by big business, big government, - 
the mass age. . Ape 

On Friday, February 26, ACT chair-— 
man Julius Hobson, ‘vice-chairman Rimsky 
Atkinson, and Mrs. Willie J. Hardy met 
with Walter Washington, director of the 
Natl. Capital Housing Authority, to ask 
wh y some people were being put out of 
public housing. 

During the discussion it was reveal- 
ed that of 3200 tenant evictions in the 
District last year, sixty were from pub- 
lic housing. This sixty is a relatively 
low number when compared with the total, 
but ACT believes that even one public 
housing eviction is one too many if the 
tenants cannot pay the rent. 

Apparently Mr. Washington is. catch- 
ing it from both sides. Congress says 
that anyone who can't pay rent must be pu 
out of public housing to make room for 
another family on the long waiting list. 
ACT says that no one should be evicted 


for non-payment unless it has been proved! 


that he really can afford to pay the rent 
The obvious need for much more public f 
housing is met with strong opposition ® 
from the real-estate people who make big 
money as slum landlords. 

With the public housing Authority's 
cooperation, ACT will keep some families 


from being evicted, but the basic problem 


remains. Washington, D.C., must have 
enough public housing so that no one need 
be told he is too poor for public housing 
and be put on the street with nowhere 

to go. 
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ACT INVESTIGATES D.C. GOVT. 
~ EMPLOYMENT POLICIES 


At the request of a group of its 
members, ACT has set out to try to make 
the government of the nation's capital 
really follow its policy of merit hiring 
and promotion. — 

Informal surveys of the Department 


of Mptor Vehicles and the District Ei 


nance Office show no Negroes in the “per- 
sonnel office of either division, few 
Negroes in positions above grade five, 
posting of positions being delayed until 
they have been filled (by white appli- 
cants), and of course the old problem 
of the Negire emolovee wh: ios seen the 
white employees he trained be handed the 
promotion the Wegro should have had. 
| These are things everybédy knows 
about, but usually too hard to pin down 
and do something about. For individual 
cases, the personnel offices can always 
find some excuse; so ACT is approaching 
the problem in a general way, demanding 
immediate reform action from the heads 
of the divisions and making plans for 
further steps to be taken if our demands 
These plans will be dis- 
cussed in future issues. of The ACTIVIST 
and at. general and sub-group meetings 
of ACT. : 
TESTE Asse % + 


ORGANIZATION 


Speaking of sub-groups, do you be- 
long to one? Like any union, our ~ 
strength is in numbers of people. ““lav- 
ing so many members makes it hard to ~~ 
rbach them all, so ACT organizes its ~~ 
members in small sub-groups that meet 
in living-rooms all over the city. A 
Sub-group may start with just % members, 
but when each of those & brings in éther 


‘friends you soon have enough members for 


two sub-groups; so ACT is growing. 

If you're not already in an ACT 
Sub-group, why not start one with two 
or three of your friends? ACT will soon 
be starting another training session for 
Sub~group leaders, and an ACT organizer 
can come to your first Sub-group meet-— 
ings. Phone, write or come by the AcT 
office for more information. 


- | WAR! ON WHOSE POVERTY’ ? 
UPO BOARD MEMBER DOUBTS DC NEEDS $1.25 - 
MINIMUM WAGE, OPPOSES RENT CONTROL. 


Appearing on WIOP-TV's “WCity-—Sidett 
on February 28, Wark Suklivan Jr. said he 
doubts Washington should have.a minimum 
wage even as‘low as $1.25 per hour be- 
cause "then there would probably be pres- 
sure to get the thing up to $1. 75..." 

Asked what he thought about rent 
control as 4 mearis. -of: easing the Dist- 
rict's low cost housing shortage, Sulliva 
said, "I'm against it." 


ar Sullivan, .a District rae 


er under Dwight Eisenhower, now repre—~ 
sents the Board of Trade on the United 
Planning’ gio s: board. of direct— 
ors. 


ACT needs funds for activities, of- 
fice expenses, printing and mailing. 


Join the pledge club even if you pledge | 


only 50¢ per month. Don't pledge any 
more-than you really can and will pay. 
We'll be counting on it. 
Kail this coupon to ACT 
“ -» 803 Florida Ave. IM 
BAI Sg eel | 


er month 


ge. Rp eeereret p 
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now. | 


Signature: ° 


x « *« * * 


2 o% 7 DAYS in MAY ° 


What's going to happen 
in Washington this spring? 


Watch ACT, and find out. 
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|) EDITORIALS: 


Malcolm X. 
On February 21, 1965, Malcolm x," 


independent and outspoken Black Nation= /. 


alist. leader, was murdered as he prepar- — 
ed to speak at a rally in’ New Fork City. . 

No one knows, maybe no one will. 
ever know, the details of the murder. — 
A couple of suspects were arrested; Mal- 
colm's followers have promised vengeance 
and the murder has been tentatively pin— 
ned on the Black Muslims who deny alt 
knowledge of it. 

A year ago, the U. S. was mourning 
a certain John i Kennedy who died un—— 
Why | 
did either ci thes- men, .: why did’the 
freedom workers in Mississippi, die? 

We think it is’ because they were @ ~ 


all, and lialeolm X most of all, coming 


too close to the truth. The extrenie 


political right, the comfortably esta- 


blished few who make their profit by 


“stepping on you and me, was afraid. The 


public's eyes were about to be opened. — 
So the extreme’ right, which has no 

racial bars, took action again; and be- — 

cause he was "telling it like it is", 


‘Malcolm X was murdered. 
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3 Municipal Employees. 


We think it's high- time some organ . 
ization raised a storm about employment 
in the D.C. government. Washington has 
so many problems, it's child's play to © 
think up the obvious solutions to some 
of them. This might be a start toward 
some improvement: 

What if there were a regulation 

passed by the D.C. Commissioners that 
all D.C. municipal employees must live 
in the District? Think of it. Merit 
hiring and promotion would become a fact 
instead of a joke. Employment at all 
levels would increase. City policies 
would be set and carried out by the same 
people who, living in this city, would 
benefit or loose from those policies. 
In other words, Washington might be op- 
erated for the benefit of its residents 
instead of for the political benefit of 
Congress. 

Impossible, you say? We say any- 
thing's péssible when you have enough 


people organized to act. 
% + * % + 
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WE WELCOME LETTERS TO TH E EDITOR . 
and will print those we have room 
for on this page. Wail letters to 
The Activist, 803 Florida Ave. IW, 
Washington, D.C. 


TO the Editor: 


A while backssome Washington citizens 


~-many in need of jobs to provide for 
their families--~went to one of the D.C. 
Commissioners to ask for immediate help 
in fighting poverty. 

The Commissioner invited us into his 
office while he told us how much he is 
concerned with poverty. He told us how 
he had worked his way through law school 
mopping floors, so he knew how it feit to 
be poor. He told us he had worked hard 
to get the ford foundation to contribute 
to the District's poverty war, but that 
he didn't want particular credit for a, 
he just wanted us to know he cares. re 
told us we mustn't be impatient, that it 
takes time and much study before one can 
understand and fight poverty. He told 


us, in that elegant office, that he wanted 


the poverty war to succeed because he and 
other officials will be’embarassed" if it 
fails. 

"Embarassed"! He was talking to 
people whose children will be starving or 
warped for life if the poverty war fails. 
The Commissioner was saying nothing, ha 
we all knew it. 

M. Myers 
N.E. Washington 


ay Noy 
803 Florida Avenue N.W, 
Washington, D.C. 
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‘CEM IN on Fre ACT. 


are you tired of 
UNEMPLOYMENT 
SLUM HOUSING 
TERRIBLE SCHOOLS 
POLICE BRUTALITY 
SSARVATION WAGES 
- JNHUMAN WELFARE RULES ? 


THEN JOIN ACT NOW. 


Dues are $5 if you can afford it, 
or $2 if you can afford that, or #1. 06, 
or whatever you can afford, but don't 
let money stop you. If you haven't any 
right now, join ACT anyway. 


Call or write to our office now, 
or join at any fuels of ACT. 
4 Are 
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